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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
JEANNE SHAHEEN, a Senator from the
State of New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Ever-present and ever-gracious God,
touch the hearts of our lawmakers
today with the warmth of Your love
and the blessing of Your wisdom. May
they develop from the warmth of Your
love a civility and respect that will en-
able them to accomplish Your will on
Earth. Empower them to use the bless-
ing of Your wisdom to build a better
nation and world. Enlarge their powers
with Your strength by infusing their
lives with the qualities of character
which are needed in these challenging
days. Lord, help them to see beyond
the baffling and bewildering events of
our times, the unfolding of Your loving
providence, as they honor their office
by striving to please You.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, a
Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. SHAHEEN thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——————

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-
lowing any leader remarks, the Senate
will be in a period of morning business
for 1 hour, with the majority control-
ling the first half and the Republicans
controlling the final half.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of S.
1323, which is a bill to express the sense
of the Senate on shared sacrifice in re-
solving the budget deficit. The filing
deadline for all first-degree amend-
ments to S. 1323 is noon today.

The Senate will recess from 12:30
until 2:15 today for our weekly caucus
meetings.

As a reminder to all Senators, last
night I filed cloture on S. 1323, which is
the matter I just spoke about. I also
filed cloture on the motion to proceed
to H.R. 2055, which is the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations bill. As
a result, there will be up to two rollcall
votes tomorrow morning.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

ECONOMIC POLICY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
for more than 2 years now, Republicans
in Washington have stood united in the
belief that America would never re-
cover from the economic crisis that
struck our Nation 3 years ago so long
as some in Washington persisted in the
mistaken belief that government had
the cure. For most clear-eyed observ-
ers, that view has found its clearest
vindication in the daily drumbeat of
news about lost jobs, shuttered busi-
nesses, and slumping home values, and
in the stories each of us hears from our
constituents about the economic hard-
ships they continue to face. If anyone
was still looking for proof that the
President’s economic policies have
been a failure, they don’t have to look
any further than the morning papers or
their constituent mail. Indeed, the
more the administration insisted on
spending and debt as a solution to our
problems, the worse those problems be-
came and the more Americans de-
manded the status quo in Washington
had to change. But the administration
was slow to get the message.

After an election that any honest ob-
server saw as a repudiation of its poli-
cies, the White House continued to
cling to its playbook. As concerns
about debt and deficit grew, the Presi-
dent presented a budget so unequal to
the task that not a single Democrat
voted for it—not one. As the Nation
inched closer to a potential default, the
President focused his attention else-
where.

Meanwhile, Republicans were offer-
ing detailed solutions to the approach-
ing crisis. We offered detailed budgets
of our own. We offered to work out a
compromise that lowered the debt and
protected entitlements from bank-
ruptcy. And here is what we got in re-
turn: silence.

That is where the debate over the
debt limit came in. If Democrats would
not agree on their own to do something
about their addiction to spending and
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